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WELCOME to KIDS’ CORNER for 

AUGUST 2022, 

with a special thanks to  

as our guest illustrator for her  

burst of imagination cover.  
 

                    Website: www.saraacton.org   Instagram: saraacton_illustration 

Hi - I am a children’s author and illustrator living on the Central 

Coast in NSW. I grew up in the Cotswolds in England and always 

loved drawing, especially animals. I have a studio dog and cat who 

like to keep me company whilst I am working. I love to draw them 

and Poppy, my cat has even ended up in her own book, Poppy 

Cat! When I am not in my studio, I enjoy walking and always carry 

a sketchbook to scribble down ideas.  

  For the cover illustration of KID’S CORNER, I wanted to express 

how books can spark our imagination and come alive in our 

hands. I used pencil, ink, and watercolour to create the initial lines and texture. I then 

collaged these together with photoshop elements on the computer to make the final 

illustration.  

 

My latest book, JACK’S JUMPER, is published by Walker 

Books. 

It was a chilly day in winter when I drew the first sketch of 

Jack in his big, baggy jumper, and it felt somehow cozy to 

paint warm wooly knitting!  

I loved the idea of the jumper being so big that it is hard to 

tell which is Jack and which is jumper… 
 

See more from Sara’s mini article about JACK’S JUMPER in the JULY 2022 issue of KC. 

https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner . 

[check the big yellow button  that says “PAST editions of Kids’ Corner”] 

August turns up our energy and imagination as we get ready to 

http://www.saraacton.org/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner
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– remind yourself of great AUSTRALIAN characters; 

– hear more from the kids about what makes a 

good story and how they judge a good book; and 

– find out what they enjoy about creating their 

side of amazing new stories. 

 

 
 

as interpreted in artworks by JASMINE SEYMOUR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr_gxGYM6DM 

 

It is based on a sense of COUNTRY and DREAMING and is about: 

-stepping into your own story… 

-listening to country as the first storyteller… 

-learning from friends who help you on your way. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr_gxGYM6DM
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The CBCA SUN PROJECT Shadow Judging is a new national 
initiative involving around 2000 young readers from 155 teams 
working together to explore and judge the CBCA Short-listed 
books. These Shadow Judges used the same literary criteria as 
our CBCA Book of the Year judges to choose their own winners 
in their group’s chosen category. 

These vibrant networks of young readers, ranging from emerging readers to young 
adult, focused on one of our five CBCA Book of the Year categories: Older Readers, 
Younger Readers, Early Childhood, Picture Book, or the Eve Pownall Information Book. 

Within their groups, they collaborated to develop their own creative response to a 
chosen book and shared this with the broader reading community. Each group is 
currently posting their responses to their chosen books.  

The SUN PROJECT website is bursting with ideas from the teams 

https://shadowjudging.cbca.org.au/about/ 

See READ https://shadowjudging.cbca.org.au/read/ to see what the shadow judges 

are saying about the books.  

See RESPONSE https://shadowjudging.cbca.org.au/creative-responses/  to discover 

how the groups responded to their books. This includes videos, collages, objects, game 

shows, posters, discussions and more.  

Winners coming soon!  

Watch for our two new announcement videos produced by the CBCA by our partners 

at the Story Book Library. They will be posted on the CBCA website – fitting bookends 

to our week of celebrating reading through CBCA Book Week August 20-26: Dreaming 

with eyes open… 

Friday August 19 at noon: our 2022 CBCA Book of the 

Year Awards will be announced by Claire Hooper with 

many helpers, including the winners of each category 

and Jasmine Seymour. 

Friday August 26 at noon join Jay Laga'aia and his helpers 

as they announce our 2022 CBCA SUN PROJECT:  

SHADOW JUDGING Shadowers’ Choice Awards 

https://shadowjudging.cbca.org.au/about/
https://shadowjudging.cbca.org.au/read/
https://shadowjudging.cbca.org.au/creative-responses/
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There are short listed books for each category. The winners will be announced on Friday August 19.  

 

KIDS’ CORNER has featured lots of extra info about CBCA Book Week 

with thanks to many authors and illustrators who have shared their ideas about 

reading and writing. You may like to revisit some of these special features in other 

issues of KC.  
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2021 – CBCA Book Week judges- Margot LINDGREN (Picture Books) Sheryl 

Cootes (Ever Pownall) Alex WHARTON (Eve Pownall)         

DECEMBER 2021 - BAGS = Books as GIFTS with news of the latest titles from 

our CBCA – NSW Branch member Author and Illustrators 

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2022 - MINI POSTERS of CBCA Authors and Illustrators interpreting the 

number TWO – to fit in with the release date of the 2022 NOTABLES on FEBRUARY [second month] 

22 [date] 2022 [YEAR] 

MARCH 2022 – release of the CBCA 2022 NOTABLES’ Titles, Categories and Criteria 

APRIL 2022 – NOTABLY NSW Posters and Personal Comments from NSW authors and illustrators 

who are on the 2022 CBCA NOTABLES lists for OLDER READERS, YOUNGER READERS, and the EVE 

POWNALL books. 

MAY 2022 - NOTABLY NSW Posters and Personal Comments from NSW authors and illustrators 

who are on the 2022 CBCA NOTABLES lists for EARLY CHILDHOOD and PICTURE BOOK categories 

JUNE/ JULY 2022- Introducing the COLLIDE Create a Book Trailer competition for Kids, and KC4KC= 

KIDS COMMENTS FOR KIDS’ CORNER.     

You can access earlier issues of KIDS’ CORNER 
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner 

[check the big that says 

features the  

CBCA Shortlisted 

 

https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner
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Website: fredachiu.com 
instagram: @_fredachiu_ 
Facebook: facebook.com/fredachiuart 
 

(Allen & Unwin) 
 

A TRIP TO THE HOSPITAL is a picture book about the 
inner workings of hospitals and the amazing people you 
might encounter inside of them. It follows three young 

children, Momo, Rani, and Henry on three very different medical journeys. 
 

The main goal of writing A TRIP TO THE 
HOSPITAL is to reassure children by 
preparing their expectations should they 
ever need to go to hospital, presenting 
real-life medical treatments and possible 
situations. I also wrote the book to give 
thanks to the hardworking healthcare 
professionals who help keep everyone 
safe, highlighting their various important 
roles (ranging from cleaners, porters, physiotherapists, 
nurses, and anaesthetists, just to name a few!). 
The bright pops of colour against the white backdrop, friendly 
faces, dynamic compositions, and use of mixed media 
materials such as gouache, pencil and crayon help to create 
feelings of warmth and let kids know they are just ordinary 
people underneath their uniforms. 
 
Writing and illustrating A TRIP TO THE HOSPITAL didn’t come without its challenges. I 
am not a medical professional and had never been admitted to hospital as a patient 
before writing the book!  It was also written during the lockdowns of the global Covid-
19 pandemic which made access to hospitals as a visitor difficult. 
 
Thankfully, I was assisted by some wonderful healthcare professionals, some of them 
being my family and friends, who generously gave me their time to be interviewed. My 
consultants ranged from paediatricians, oncologists, physiotherapists, and an 
emergency department nurse, and I was even given a tour of Liverpool Hospital’s 
emergency department and paediatric ward. 

http://fredachiu.com/
http://facebook.com/fredachiuart
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Seeing the busy hospital environment first-hand and speaking to the medical 
professionals helped me visualise the pictures more clearly, and ensure the situations 
and treatments experienced by Momo, Henry and Rani were as accurate as possible. 
 
About me: I am an illustrator, author and university teacher who makes art from my 
cosy home studio. As well as illustrating children’s books, I make art for other contexts 
like outdoor and retail spaces. 
 
I often use a traditional and digital media hybrid technique for my work as I love the 
tactile quality of raw materials but enjoy the flexibility of digital media. 
When making art, I love listening to music and podcasts that make me laugh. A TRIP 
TO THE HOSPITAL is my first picture book as author/illustrator. 

 

 

 

 

 

KC4KC = KIDS’ COMMENTS FOR KIDS’ CORNER-  

What makes a good book? Just ask some of our  

KC readers from Ryde Secondary College … 

 A good book … makes me happy when I learn how to read.  

Charlotte – detailed description  Eleanor – short! Harry – lots of words 

Sara – good author Sabman – story, story is everything, story leaves you 

thinking Nancy Poppy – good characters, a solid plotline, some plot twists      

RYAN – it has a topic of -nice describing words cars or dirt-bikes and has good 

information    Ben – they aren’t too short and can’t describe things for too long 

RAYA -not too easy, not too hard, a big cliff-hanger and lots of dialogue and 

description Omar – keeps the reader hooked Sydney – soccer  Samantha – it 

draws me in  Luci – when lots of interesting events are happening and using 

good words  Madina -when I feel like I’m in another universe with words 
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https://everydaywonders.com.au/ 

for . 

(Everyday Wonders) 
 

Isla sails the high seas, 

Vivienne takes care of bees, 

Izzy is good at fixing cars, 

Farah loves gazing at stars... 

 

EVERYDAY WONDERS heroes the people around us – our 

neighbours, doctors, local beekeepers, and car mechanics. It’s 

based on the belief you don’t need to be famous or a Nobel 

Prize winner to be important in this world. It includes 15 fun, 

delightful and inspiring short stories about every day, 

whimsical and unique characters of all ages, from around the 

world. 

Background about my interest or involvement in art: 

I have always loved art at school and when I finished Year 12, I went onto study graphic 
design at university. It has been the best career that combines my love of illustration, 
fashion, design, and helps businesses. 
 
My technique: 

I created the illustrations using an iPad and Apple pencil. Each drawing started off as 

a simple sketch and then, I started to create each ‘world’ they lived in. The program I 

used is called Procreate. Once I was happy with the illustrations, I then transferred 

them onto my computer and designed the book. I work as a graphic designer, so I 

was able to layout my design with text and images to create a book ready for the 

printer. 

The Procreate program can be so helpful when you want to look back at how far you 

have come in your skill. You can replay your first draft to you 40th draft! I’m all for 

traditional mediums like pencil and paper but this medium worked for me as I was a 

new mum with not a lot of time on my hands and often had to draw in a parked car 

while my baby slept. 

https://everydaywonders.com.au/
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Something that surprised me about the process: I remember the character Pierre in 

the Claudette story looked more like a rabbit than a dog in those early drawing stages 

and that is the key to learning any new skill. Practice, practice, practice, and practice 

some more! I’d love children all around the world to remember that! I would have 

done up to 40 drafts of some illustrations alone. So, if you are persistent and 

passionate about something, you can achieve anything! A bit like my character “Lana” 

in the book who tries 135 times before she nails a skateboard trick 

 

How I developed each character: 

I started asking questions as I 

drew characters from my 

imagination. Who were they? 

Where do they live? What do they 

love to do? Do they have careers? 

What are their personalities like? 

Are they shy, brave, kind, funny, 

curious, creative, or clever at 

something? What do they enjoy 

wearing? Do they have glasses? Or 

purple hair? Or freckles? Or a 

uniquely long nose? 

 

One of my favourite characters in the book is Vera. She collects smells and bottles them 

up. The idea came to me one day when I smelt some white gardenias and it instantly 

took me back to my childhood days of wandering through my Grandma’s garden. It 

was the kind of memory I wanted to relive and then thought, what other smells take 

us to a happy place? So, Vera was born. She has her trusty side-kick dog, Henry, who 

has the best sense of smell! His favourite smell is rain because it reminds him of 

jumping in puddles. All the different smells, up on Vera's shelves, are inspiring to me 

and remind me of my own happy memories. 

The inspiration behind EVERYDAY WONDERS: I noticed there were lots of books about 

famous women, but I was more interested in telling stories about everyday characters 

and their personalities. I based it on the idea that you don’t need fame, 

fortune, or some fabulously sensational life to feel and be important. 

I’d love every child to know they are an everyday wonder with their 

own quirks, hobbies, and unique personality. You will notice in the 

book, there is a touch of magic to some of the stories – a bit like how 

Mary Poppins inspired me as a child. Can you spot them? 
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https://cindylane.com.au/ 
 
 

for , 
with CLAIRE SAXBY 
https://www.clairesaxby.com/ 
(Walker Books) 
 

Wow! What a thrill and incredible honour to be 

shortlisted for the 2022 CBCA Award for New 

Illustrators, especially as it’s my first picture 

book I’ve ever illustrated! 

As a huge lover of the ocean and all its creatures, I dove deep into the underwater 

world, ready to showcase it’s wonders in the pages of ‘Great White Shark’. Author 

Claire Saxby created a beautiful and interesting story, totally immersing me in the life 

of those dwelling in our southern oceans. My job was to visually translate those 

feelings onto paper to share with the wider world. 

Most of the illustrations in GWS are water colours painted with seawater. I always 

carry little bottles with me when I explore the 

coast, to collect seawater from the beach and 

rockpools. The salt from the seawater makes the 

paint granulate, creating texture and interest on 

the paper. It also instills the ocean “DNA” into my 

work. Small rocks and sediments from the coast, 

ground up and made into paint, were used 

throughout the book. Being able to incorporate the 

habitat of our Great Whites, by using the seawaters 

in which they swim, was an important part of my illustration process. 

There were quite a few challenges to overcome, the main one being the darkness 

underwater. Light and colours disappear very quickly the deeper you go, with a veil of 

cool blue subduing everything. Lighter areas to keep the black text legible was a 

priority in each spread. 

Another consideration was how to portray the main character of the mother shark in 

a way that was not going to add to the misconceptions surrounding Great Whites. Too 

often they’re portrayed as ‘Monsters’, ‘Man eaters’, and a threat to humans so must 

https://cindylane.com.au/
https://www.clairesaxby.com/
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be killed. In fact, the exact opposite is true, with humans being the greatest threat to 

sharks with illegal and unregulated fishing for their fins. I aimed to depict the mother 

shark going about her life, interacting with her environment, in a way that was 

powerful, not gory or gruesome. 

Many thanks go to the wonderful team at Walker, author Claire Saxby, unwavering 

support from my SCBWI crew and the CBCA! 

You can see my illustration process videos over on: 

https://www.instagram.com/cindylaneart/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cindylaneart/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/CindyLaneArt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

KC4KC = KIDS’ COMMENTS FOR KIDS’ CORNER  
What makes a good book? Just ask even more of our 

KC readers… 

It makes me happy when I learn how to read.  

Samantha – it draws me in Luci – when lots of interesting events are happening 

and using good words Madina - when I feel like I’m in another universe with words 

Charlise – well , I like comics Francheska -it contains the character’s journey in each 

chapter Ramulya – the book sticks to the storyline, not all over the place Lucas – 

you get attached to the characters Leah – the details create my imaginative 

thoughts Ky – imagination Audrey – good paced plot, well -built and individual 

characters, a content ending Leah – you can’t stop reading and thinking about it – 

you’re emotionally attached to it Oliver-  action, words, picture and much more 

David – you use your imagination Will – fast story, action and humour  Jasmine- 

many adjectives Shiori – a happy ending Kenneth – lots of action and relatable 

problems  Sam it makes you feel as if you are the character Leah -details that  

create my imaginative thoughts  

https://www.instagram.com/cindylaneart/
https://www.facebook.com/cindylaneart/
https://www.youtube.com/c/CindyLaneArt
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https://www.emmalongillustration.com/ 

, 

with DIANE LUCAS & BEN TYLER.  

(Allen & Unwin) 

 

When I go walking with Ben and Diane, we never know how long we will be, what we 

will hear and what we will see. 

‘WALKING IN GAGUDJU COUNTRY: EXPLORING THE MONSOON FOREST’ guides us 

through the bush filled with life and magic. It welcomes us to explore, learning about 

country and culture in the far North of Australia. 

As an illustrator the most amazing part about working on this book has been slowing 

down, listening, and learning about country, connection and Bininj culture. Walking 

with Ben and Diane, hearing the stories of the Elders and exploring the colours of the 

bush on paper has been a joy. Just as wonderful has been being able to share this world 

with our readers young and old. 

I have always loved creating children’s book illustrations and when I was little, I also 

spent hours working on colouring in books. I have experimented with lots of different 

mediums over the years such as digital art, acrylic painting, relief printing and gouache 

painting. I always seem to come back to traditional ink and water colour illustration. I 

think partly this may be because I get to make my own colouring in book with the ink 

and then spend hours colouring it all in! 

I really enjoy all aspects of book creation, reading a manuscript for the first time and 

visualising the story, to drafting and then creating the final art. My very favourite part 

is laying out the story and making a mini book with my layout. Mini books always seem 

to have a little bit of magic about them. 

https://www.emmalongillustration.com/
https://www.booksandpublishing.com.au/articles/2021/04/20/185262/walking-in-gagudju-country-exploring-the-monsoon-forest-diane-lucas-and-ben-tyler-illus-by-emma-long-au-childrens/
https://www.booksandpublishing.com.au/articles/2021/04/20/185262/walking-in-gagudju-country-exploring-the-monsoon-forest-diane-lucas-and-ben-tyler-illus-by-emma-long-au-childrens/
https://www.booksandpublishing.com.au/articles/2021/04/20/185262/walking-in-gagudju-country-exploring-the-monsoon-forest-diane-lucas-and-ben-tyler-illus-by-emma-long-au-childrens/
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Images from mini book 

Drawing and painting 

different animals and 

experimenting with 

different styles has been a 

highlight for me too. I like 

trying this with Sharpie 

markers as well. As they are waterproof, they make lovely thick outlines for different 

plants and animals and then I can paint over the top of the lines without worrying 

that the black ink will bleed into the colour. 

EmmaLong@emmalongillustration 

Try this! 

You will need a pencil, a Sharpie Marker, old cereal boxes or cardboard, water colour 

paint/pencils or textas (your favourite colouring in equipment!) and some scissors. 

Use the tutorial below to draw your own little monsoon forest creatures. 

Use a pencil to lightly sketch each animal onto the cardboard.  

Draw all the details you like over the sketch with sharpie 

marker.  

Colour your creature with 

your favourite medium.  

Cut around the outside of 

the creature to make a 

custom shaped mini 

artwork.  
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You can have a look at our book and come up with your own characters based on 

some of our gorgeous bush creatures or draw your own characters based on the 

animals you see around you when you are walking in nature.  

So much inspiration all around us every day! Enjoy creating!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Emma Long @emmalongillustration 

 

 

 

 

for  

(Lake Press) 

 

My debut picture book, FOR LOVE, tells a tender 
story of a father and his daughter who climb a 
sleeping volcano each morning to tend to their 
garden. It’s here that Carina wonders why so 
many of the things she comes across exist. ‘For 
Love,’ is always his mysterious reply to her 
questions. 

https://www.cristinaneri.com/
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 It’s not until she falls into a prickly bush after which he comforts her, that her father 
is able to demonstrate that even the things that can hurt us are also the most 
wonderful opportunities to experience the gift of love. 

This is a very special story to me because it is set on the same volcanic island in Italy 
where my parents were born. Both my mother and father migrated to Australia from 
the island of Salina soon after the Second World War. I visited Salina when I was a 
young girl so some of the things that the character, Carina, discovers in the garden, like 
the caper flowers and prickly pears, are some of the things I remember most about my 
visit. Similarly, the environment they live in is based on my memories and the stories 
my own father told of his childhood in Salina. The character of Carina was based on 
the stories my Nonna (grandmother) has retold of her childhood in Sicily and on Salina. 
Now that my parents and grandparents have passed away, it’s through memory that I 
can experience the continued power of their love. 

To convey a sense of memory, I used 
a ‘scratch’ technique that produced a 
similar result to an antique method of 
printmaking called deep plate 
etching. To further enhance the ‘old 
world’ quality, I limited my colour 
palette to four colours: red, yellow, 
blue, and green and used them in flat 
blocks to mimic old colour screen 
prints. As a professional graphic 
designer, I was able to draw on my 
knowledge of printing traditions and techniques to help me achieve the fantasy world 
of the past that I experienced as a child. 

 

It is my hope that the readers of FOR LOVE can experience the 
fullness of love using unique imagery and the powerful narrative 
held between a daughter and her father. 
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for THE BOY WHO TRIED TO 
SHRINK HIS NAME,  
with SANDHYA 
PARAPPUKKARAN, HGCP) 
When Zimdalamashkermishkada starts a new school, he 
knows he’s got to do something about his long name. 
MICHELLE uses bright colours and textural elements to 
create playful illustrations. We hope to hear more 

about her work soon.  
 
 

 

KC4KC =  

KIDS’ COMMENTS FOR KIDS’ CORNER  
What makes a good book? Just ask this 

group of our KC readers from 

 Ryde Secondary College … 

Charlise – well, I like comics Francheska -it contains the character’s journey in 

each chapter Ramulya – the book sticks to the storyline, not all over the place

 Lucas – you get attached to the characters Leah – the details create my 

imaginative thoughts Ky – imagination  

Audrey – good- paced plot, well -built and individual characters, a content ending

 Leah – you can’t stop reading and thinking about it – you’re emotionally 

attached to it Oliver-action, words, picture and much more David – you use 

your imagination Will – fast story, action and humour Jasmine- many adjectives 

Shiori – a happy ending Kenneth – lots of action and relatable problems Sam – it 

makes you feel as if you are the character Constance – Characters that feel human 

– they respond to things, have struggles, talk human Sarang – include good 

description, grammar and spelling and a storyline ERIN -  it catches the readers 

attentions at the start and they don’t use a lot of  description, so the readers can still 

imagine and question what could be – like a mystery and be able  to clearly 

experience all the events that happen in the story  KAYAAN – symbolism, 

imagery, and illustrations JIWOO -it makes me think about the book after I read 

it WILLY – allows the reader to imagine and immerse themselves in the story 

Esther -an interesting plot and good portrayal of character’ emotions 
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COLLIDE - AUGUST 2022 update 
SUE BATES 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The COLLIDE competition invited 
students to select and read one of the CBCA 2022 Notable books and create a book 
trailer. Entries to the competition closed on Friday 29th of July 2022. 
Our shortlisting judges are now busy watching all the wonderful entries as they 
prepare for our online exhibition of shortlisted trailers that commences on the 5th of 
August, 2022. 
The Shortlist will then be judged by authors TRISTAN BANCKS, NATHAN LUFF, and 
DEB ABELA. 
The entries for2022:  

Year 7-9: 2 entries      Year 3-4: 21 entries 5-6: 36 entries 
The winner in each category will be announced by our judges via a presentation on our 
website on the 24th of August,2022. This presentation will include the showing of the 
winning Book Trailers. Our winning trailers will also be shown at our CBCA NSW Branch 
Aspire and Celebrate face-to-face event on the 29th of October 2022. 

 
Thanks to Rotary, North Sydney we have wonderful prizes of 
$250.00 book vouchers for our winning entries and from 
Tristan Bancks a fun online video writing workshop facilitated 
by him for 9–14-year-olds. 

 

 
BREAKING NEWS – YOU CAN NOW 
VIEW THE FINALISTS OF TRAILERS IN 

EACH CATEGORY 
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/collide-book-trailers-winners 

 

https://www.cbcansw.org.au/_files/ugd/3097bf_5e04776e2b3848c2a46cc143d5e7d668.pdf
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/_files/ugd/3097bf_5e04776e2b3848c2a46cc143d5e7d668.pdf
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/collide-book-trailers-winners
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(Puffin Books) 

 

http://www.deborahabela.com/ 

Arlo lives with his mouse and uncle above their bookshop. When a girl called Lisette begs him to hide 
her from a murderer, he’s swept into a world of kidnappings, dragons and an enemy determined to 
destroy everything he loves. 

Creating the characters: I have always loved books. From my earliest memories, they have offered 
whole worlds of possibilities and been a safe haven when I’ve felt lost. I started thinking about an 
orphan called Arlo, who lives with his uncle in a bookshop he rarely leaves because he finds the world 
outside frightening. One day, he meets a girl who needs his help and gives him a book called a 
grimoire. Popular in 18th century France, grimoires were said to have special properties, and in this 
grimoire is a story written by Arlo’s mum that will make him feel braver than he ever thought possible. 

Some decisions you made about making the focus for your trailer or including parts of plot or visual 
techniques? 

I love the book cover for THE BOOK OF WONDROUS POSSIBILITIES by Kristina Kister and knew it 
would make the perfect basis for a trailer. We wanted the focus to be on Arlo and Lisette and some 
of the more wondrous parts of the book, like the sky mouse and the dragon, and when we added 
music, sound effects and a voiceover by presenter and writer, Indira Naidoo, we knew it was the 
perfect trailer for this story. 

Other comments… THE BOOK OF WONDROUS POSSIBILITIES is my tribute to booksellers, librarians, 
books and bookshops and how they are filled with wondrous possibilities and can even change our 
lives. 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsWqmTNXN9o 
 

 

http://www.deborahabela.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsWqmTNXN9o
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[OOPS – Please see corrected misspelling of GREAT AUTHORS in KC JULY] 

MONICA LIZAMA  https://www.monicalizama.net/ 

is the author of THE EMPTY DISH. OSCAR WILD is the cat in 
THE EMPTY DISH. OSCAR WILDE was an Irish poet and playwright. 

Oscar Wild, the cat is an ordinary Australian cat who lives in an ordinary 

Australian family’s house along with four other pets. Oscar seems a 

great little character – unless you are one of his housemates! 

Every. Single. Day. Oscar Wild, the cat, sniffs his food dish and finds it full of 

delicious food. 

“YUM!” His tongue dribbles. “YUM!” 
One morning, his dish is empty. Oscar Wild finds ONLY biscuit crumbs in his dish. 

DRAMA: “There is a food thief in this house.” He roars. 
He immediately suspects one of his four housemates. 

  WHO DID IT? – The DOG? – The MOUSE? The POSSUM? The PARROT?  
  

 

KC4KC = KIDS’ COMMENTS FOR KIDS’ CORNER  

What makes a good book? Just ask this group 

of our KC readers from Ryde Secondary College 
Constance – one that have characters that feel human – They 

respond to things, they have struggles, they talk “human”. The best 

non-fiction books are ones that a viewer can understand with no prior knowledge. 

They have to be simplified to engage interest, but not over-simplified to the facts. 

Books that include sources for further reading are great too.   Anisha – the plot and 

characters are fleshed out  Felix – the book expresses itself but still allows for 

imagination  Lillian – a unique plot, lots of description, interesting characters

 Selina -it conveys an interesting message  Greg – the depth to the books 

moral  Lucas – lots of pictures  Tahsan – actions filled Jakob – good 

illustrations  Katherine – funny, exciting and lots of adventure Chloe – picture 

books I love them-they are the best! 

 

  

- What do you like best about CBCA BOOK WEEK?  

-What would be a good theme for BOOK WEEK?  

-What would your class like to comment on in KC? 

 

https://www.monicalizama.net/
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www.mikelucas.com.au

 

Originally from the UK, Mike Lucas moved to Australia in 2010. He is the author of 

several picture books, poetry anthologies and, more recently, a YA novel. He owns an 

independent bookshop in Adelaide and works full time as an engineer and is a black 

belt in Tae Kwon Do. He is married with two 

grown up children, three cats and Holly the 

Bookshop Dog. He has written over 10 

books. See Mike’s latest >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

 

Mike has very little time to sleep, but often thinks up a poem or 

two while he does. Each year he writes a poem with the  

CBCA Book Week theme as a title.  

 

My love for poetry began when I was in primary school and 

bought a book called NOTHING SOLEMN. This collection of 

nonsense poetry contained works by people such as Edward 

Lear, Spike Milligan, and John Lennon.  

At high school I studied Wordsworth and Tennyson but was put off by the need to 

analyse what I was reading, rather than just enjoying it. As a teenager, I wrote serious 

poetry after listening to too much Pink Floyd, and it wasn’t until I had young children 

of my own that I began to write my own humorous poetry, much of it metered and 

rhyming. I still have that copy of NOTHING SOLEMN and try to inject fun into writing 

poems with a workshop entitled Everything You Don’t Need to Know About Poetry. 

All the best - Mike Lucas  www.mikelucas.com.au 

@Mikelucasauthor on Instagram and Facebook. 

http://www.mikelucas.com.au/
http://www.mikelucas.com.au/
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 WHO ARE THESE FAMOUS AUSSIE  

BOOK CHARACTERS?  
Hint and thanks to   

MAXINE HAMILTON https://mhdesign.com.au  

who created this illustration as part of her cover of the 
AUGUST 2021 issue of KIDS’ CORNER 
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner 
image ©Maxine Hamilton 

[Max’s latest books include WHEN THE WATERHOLE DRIES 
UP [CBCA Shortlisted 2022] (Windy Hollow Books) and 
TASMANIAN DEVIL (Walker Books) 2022.   

Part of the fun of CBCA Book Week is reading, writing, drawing, parading, creating, singing, debating, 

decorating, designing and more with ideas related to your favourite great Australian books. Well, 

obviously all books are great, but our  books are just that extra bit of special.  

To get your thinking nudged along in choosing who you would like to represent for CBCA Book Week, 

check these suggestions below: 
     

*   KIDS’ CORNER AUGUST 2021 – includes author comment about their characters.  

Find out who these characters are.  [https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner then click to 

that says Past editions of KIDS’ CORNER here]  

 

-would you be a stegosaurus with spectacular bony plates running down your back…, 

- a book loving llama who doesn't follow the herd… 

-loves fashion, acting and singing, ballet and gymnastics, ninja moves… 

-has ‘hands’ for fins, hence the name ‘handfish’… 

-happens to have a bunch of super rare medical conditions that cause his body to react in 
explosively unexpected ways to loud noises… 

-the principal of the school is not much of a fan… 

-hear me growl… 

-in charge of the world’s oldest and most important spy agency… 

-this monster child … 

-a group of woolly heroes who are trying to stop the bullies… 

-a book-loving amphibian… 

-sleeps during the day and is awake at night… 

-is the kind of girl you don’t notice, but you can bet she notices you… 

https://mhdesign.com.au/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner
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Find out about more Australian Characters below. 

a Picture Book Exhibition 

at the NSW STATE LIBRARY  
on exhibit 9 July 2022 to 9 July 2023. 

“Stories and characters from much-loved 
Australian picture books come to life in this 
celebration of children’s literature.  
Come and see some of the most beautiful picture books and artworks in the State 
Library’s collection and beyond. You’ll find original illustrations and preliminary 
sketches from your favourite books and discover new favourites …”  9 July 2023 to Sunday 9 
July 2023 
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/exhibitions/imagine-the-wonder-picture-books#related-stories  

AND more from more authors and illustrators 

  

https://allisontait.com/2021/08/21-book-week-

costume-ideas-from-australian-authors/ 

COMPILED BY ALLISON TAIT 
https://allisontait.com/ 

Allison Tait, aka A.L. Tait is the author of two epic middle-
grade adventure series:  
 The Mapmaker Chronicles and The Ateban Cipher, and a 
new ‘almost history’ detective series called the Maven & 
Reeve Mysteries.  (you’ll find book #1 THE FIRE STAR here). 

Her new novel, The Wolf’s Howl (Maven & Reeve #2) is out now! 
She also co-hosts the top-rating Your Kid’s Next Read podcast, 
which is all about books and reading for kids of all ages. 

https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/exhibitions/imagine-the-wonder-picture-books#related-stories
https://allisontait.com/2021/08/21-book-week-costume-ideas-from-australian-authors/
https://allisontait.com/2021/08/21-book-week-costume-ideas-from-australian-authors/
https://allisontait.com/
https://allisontait.com/the-fire-star/
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-wolfs-howl-a-maven-and-reeve-mystery-book-2-9781761041792
https://childrensbooksdaily.com/podcast/
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Can you spell O_L_I_V_E_R? 

Can you spell, Oliver? 

Can you spell P_H_O_M_M_A_V_A_N_H?  

       

Hey cHEwY gum gums! 

I am proud to ‘bee’ a PM Spelling Bee Author Ambassador, and I bee-lieve that spelling leads to 
better vocabulary which leads to richer stories…So, if you’re in grades 3-8, you can enter 
with your school and take part in this online spelling bee! Registrations are now open here 
at the website. 
School rounds take place from August 15-26th so bee quick and join the fun. Winners get 
prizes for themselves and their schools, and a chance to meet the Prime Minister!  - 
   Watch for Oliver’s new book – WHAT ABOUT THAO? 

 https://studentsneedschoollibraries.org.au/ 
*What is the BEST thing about your school library? 

*Name TWO things your school library has helped you with this year.   

*What are your THREE favorite books in the library? 

*What FOUR things have you learned because of your school library? 

*Image FIVE IDEAS that would make your school library even better. 

AUGUST 24, 2022 – SCHOOL LIBRARIES DAY is part of  
CBCA BOOK WEEK, AUGUST 20-26, 2022. 

BOOKS are part of SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 
https://asla.org.au/ASLD 

 

 This issue of KC was compiled by Jackie Hawkes with the on-going help of Marion Silk and LOTS of 

people who love reading, writing, and thinking. Special thanks to 

many, many Australian authors, illustrators, and other creatives who 

share their ideas with readers. Thanks to Terry Fahy, Teacher librarian 

and the readers of Ryde Senior College for sharing KC4KC = Kids’ 

Comments for KIDS CORNER this issue.  If you have ideas you would like to share 

through KC, please contact jackie.hawkes7@gmail.com 

Happy reading always – Cheers- Morrie and Jackie 

       

https://www.spelling-bee.com.au/
https://www.spelling-bee.com.au/
https://studentsneedschoollibraries.org.au/
https://asla.org.au/ASLD
mailto:jackie.hawkes7@gmail.com

