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UWho am I7?

® [ am the past President of the CBCA Syduney West Svb-branch.
® [ was a chortlisted candidate for the Charlotte Waring Barton Award.
® [ am an aspiring author and have written manvscripte for both picture and

middle school books.

® [ am a primary cchool teacher with 13 years experience feaching at schools




What makes a good quality
picture book?



There are many contributing factors to make a picture book a rich, quality text. I have
curveyed several teachers, teacher librariang, literacy consultante and parents fo ack what

their thoughts were. Here are some of their recponces;
® The common recponce was the vicual and written text have fo be engaging to the

reader.
® (anguage ic rich and powerful, thic can include cuch features as repetition, rhyme,

alliteration, rich descriptive language that enhancee the experience for the audience
and expande on the language and vocabulary of younger readere.

®  Makes the reader want to read it again and again.
® The text conveys an important theme or big idea, whilct demanding come emotional







® A delightful story cet in the Australian bush. Helene Magicson'c illuctrations
capture the unigue beauty of the flora and favna in a style that ic reminiscent of
May Gibbe:

®  Puggle desperately wants fo cing in the choir, but every time he tries no cound
comes out because echidnas cant sing. He quietly watches and lictens to the
beavtiful sounds of the buch choir, all the while longing to join in.

® ffe can all think of a child, either our own, a ctudent, our younger <elf or friends
who remind us of Puggle. The child that watches quietly from the sidelines, not
discovraged by the diccouraging words caid by others but driven by their dream.




The recilience and perseverance chown by Puggle, which ultimately allow him to chow hic
importance and value and to be appreciated by hic peerc ic a fundamental theme in the
development of younger children.

Vikki Clooney captures the unigue voices of the Australian birds, in a perfect read aloud text.
I loved the exprescions of my kindergarten students as I cquarked like a cockatoo (they could
identify what bird it was wot just from the pictures but from the counds).

A definite add to the collection for all parents, teacher librariang, librarians and all fans of
picture books.

A perfect celebration of Avstralian wildfire which is co important, ecpecially after the

devastating bushfires.
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A hilarious read aloud story, that children and adults alike will lsve and have children
requesting to hear it over and over.

Ac the avdience ic introduced to the main character Ray, it is coon revealed that he ic
not a real chicken but ‘a drawing’.

The clever usage of rhyme throvghout, make the story perfect to read alovd, whifct
allowing the younger avdience to actively engage in the reading. It alco provides a great
teaching point, of having children hear the rhyme and identify the spelling patterne
and similar worde and begin to create their own text.

The interactive component when the text calle for the audience to chout ray out ic a




® Rays hilariovs journey throughout the book to figure out a plan to become a real chook and
get ouvt of the book, provide many lavgh out loud moments.

® Mclnerneys talent chines by providing not only a humouvrs and cilly, fun story to read with
your children, ctudents, grandchildren but there ic a deeper and underlying theme that is
indeed relevant and relatable to all readers. Ray is continuoucly ceeking to be comething that
he isnt, he wants to get out of the book and be a real chook, ac he thinke being a real chook
/¢ much more exciting and interesting then being a book chook’ and stuck in a drawing. Ray'e
Friend Janine, ic a realict and helps him realice that being a real chook ient as interesting ac
he would like to think.







A delightful Funny ctory about friendchip and the two different perconalities of Baz and

Benz.

Like most Friendships there ic a balance, the ying and yang. Baz is a bit of a worrier and
Benz is more relaxed.

Baz'c quest to question would their friendschip last forever and ever, from turning purple with
scpote to making the annoying but hilarious and laugh out lovd cound of MEEP, provec that
Benz ic a loyal friend and will be his friend no matter what (even if he is annoying ).




® Baz’c anxiety around hic friendship with Benz i one that resonates with most preschoolerc
and kindergarten children, ac they learn to navigate different perconalities, relationships

and bovndariec.

® Thic was one of my conc favouvrite books, we read it over and over again. He loved the
MEEP noise and would request to read the Meep book.
® A funny and engaging book to muct pick for all parents and educators,







Aura Parker has delivered the perfect marriage of illustratione and written fext in this
engaging and entertaining book.

The use of colourc rather than names o identify each meerkat providec for a great teaching
point for colour recogmition.

The clever rhyming used for the meerkats suchs as “Can you smell a ctinky ctink? Bathtime
quick for Meerkat Pink’, not only providec humour, but allows the young audience to enhance
their hearing and knowledge of sounds and patterne (For example pink and ctink rhyme, cee
how they have the ink in them, what other words sovnd the came).

The alliteration used throughout further cupports the rhyming and read out lovd quality of the

book. I have read thic to my kindergarten clase ceveral times, on the cecond read I exploined




®  [he ctoryline of all the meerkats having a bath together ic comething that most young
readers can relate too. I know reading thic book to both my con and my ctudents, we spoke
about having a bath with cousing or <iblings, how much fun it was and how thinge can get a
little crazy.

® The illvctrations allow the audience fo count the meerkats as they splach into their bath.
Again this provides a learning point as each meerkat can be counted to discover juct how

many meerkats are in the bath.
® [ juct love the illvstrations of the swirling water. Thanke to Inctragram, I was able to cend
Aura o mescage acking how che achieved this. My clacs were very excited for the reply and we
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Yet another creative collaboration from Margaret Wild and Ann James.

The unique illustrations with Emma in black and white and the landscape or house in colour,
reinforces the focus on Emma and her experience and feelings in each cetting.

Emma moves from the countryside to the city, both very different places. The avdience are
taken on & jovrney with Emma as che caye goodbye fo her house in the country and the
things she lovec to do cuch ac fishin in the river. The illuctrations not only complement and
reinforce the text but provide an inferential mecsage to the audience by her body language

ete.
When Emma arrives to her new house it ic very clear to the audience that thinge are




® (oodbye Houce, Hells House i¢ not only engaging to children but ic relevant and
relatable, acsicting young children understand and identify the changes that come
when moving house.

® After reading this book with my kindergarten clase we had a discussion abouvt who had
moved house and how many times they had moved. One 5 year old boy had caid that he
had moved house 6 times in hic chort life. Reading the book and having thic diccussion
gave students the opportunity to voice their feelinge and chare their experiences with

their peers.

® The conceptc and themeg of celf identity, place and family align with the PDHPE and




RENEE TREML

Sleep tight,
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Rene Treml has produced a heartwarming story, exploring a childc fear of the dark and
night through the eyec of a baby platypus, Platypup.

Through Platypup, the reader learns abouvt the lifestyle and habitat of the platypus, from
where they live, and perhape most important that they are nocturnal animals. From a
teaching perspective thic would fit in well with Science and Technology and PDHPE.
Platypup’c mum i out at night and Playlypup ic left in his burrow. He wakes to shapes and
chadows which make him very (rightened, he is vncure of what they are and alarmed by the

ctrange noices he hears.
This fear of the night and waking to the dark where objectc appear differently and the
world is just a bit scary for a child ic comething that most young children can relate foo.




® Through her gentle and nurturing quidance Platypup'c mum chowe him that he has nothing
to fear in the night and indeed things are beautifvl and magical.

® After reading this book to my clacs we discucsed who wag afraid of the dark or had been
and how things often appear differently like o door can become a moncter, all the children
could relate to fearing the dark or being fearful of something and finding comfort and cafety
From their mum.

® Treml describes Playtypup’s feare and anxiety as he ic encovraged by hic mother fo come out
of the burrow, ‘he took a deep breath and pecked out’, all readers young and old can relate
to thic feeling.

® A fantactic book that children and adults can relate to whilst learning about the habitat
of the platypus.







Vet another talented avthor/illustrator, Sue deGennaro delivers a heartwarming and
extremely relevant book, appealing fo children and adults alike.

Turtle lives in a city apartment, where his neighbours are alwaye ruching comewhere, too
busy to take the time to exchange even the most bacic of greetings ac they cram into the (ift
each day. Sound familiar?

I don't live in & busy city apartment, but ac a full time working mother I can completely
relate to the preccure and ruch we can feel to just get through our basic day. Im sure many
people can relate fo avoiding conversations because there are so many things to do, or as a
parent saying Im sorvy I cant play with you at the moment or stay with you while you go to

cleep because I have more work to do.




®  From the moment the animals realise they are ctuck in the lift, they all begin panicking about
the places they have fo get foo, the jobs they need to do. debennaro creates an image of
panic ag everyone complaing about how they need to get comewhere. That ic until they hear
Turtle crying becavse it ic his birthday.

®  [n a true display of human (or animal ) cpirit, the characters unite tfogether using what
supplies they have and charing cakes to give Turtle a birthday celebration in this vnigue
environment. Through thic unity and friendship the animale connect with each other,
learning more about each other and forgetting their worries that ceemed ever prescing only a

few momente earlier.

® By the time the fireman come to rescue everyone, no one notices becavse they are having such
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Much anticipated picture book from Paul and Beth McDonald

Reinforces and embraces creativity and imagination, which is a vital part of development

for children and indeed an escential element in the creative writing procese.

Agc teachers with a jam packed cyllabus to teach, we often dont have the opportunity to
encovrage and foster imagination that ic fundamental to childrenc growth and
development and indeed writing.

Finnan'e cearch for an idea to write of is comething that both children and adults often
ctruggle with in the creative process, often referred to as writer'e’ block or from children”
I don't know what to write’.




A¢ Finnan beging hi¢ adventures ceeking to find an idea, we are transported to the world of
Finnan'c imagination and all the wonderful and exciting, adventurous things he discovers.
Finnan demonctrates recilience by not giving up as he cearches for the perfect ideo.

L love the use of ‘He wondered. He pondered. He dreamed.” A young Finnan laye in hic boat,
with all these fabulous ideas and stories running through his mind. I know a¢ a writer I have
often Found mycelf citting back and wondering, pondering and dreaming. Ac a teacher I
think thic escential element of the creative writing process ic one that can be skimmed over
and not completely embraced and fostered, particvlarly in younger writers.

The Hole Idea provides for a great writing model, to develop and encourage individuality,




